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The Big Give! 

Advent Project 

This booklet contains everything you 
need to bring the story and meaning of 
Christmas home.  On each page you will 
find an item to purchase, a portion of 
scripture that tells part of the Christmas 
story, a prayer to say with your child or 
family, and an extra bonus idea of some-
thing else you can do for the day as you 
prepare for Christmas.   We pray this is an 
easy and meaningful way of telling the 
Christmas Story and the idea of generosi-
ty. Rather than families getting wrapped 
up in just "stuff" this season, we encour-
age and inspire you to go BIG with the 
idea of generosity and celebrate how God 
gave Jesus.  



 

 

The Big Give! 
Instructions 

Begin this project any day you wish. Tra-
ditional Advent starts on December 1st. 
There are 25 days of ideas included. 
Please bring your items to the east en-
trance marked “Office” and leave them 
in the big blue  bin labeled “Big Give”. no 
later than January 1..  

Find a handy shopping list on the last 
page of this book… 

Shop your favorite store, or use these 
registries to shop online. 

 

 

 

You can scan this code 
to shop Amazon 

https://amzn.to/36NgZht 

You can scan this code to shop 
Target 

tgt.gifts/BigGiveAdventProject  



 

 

Mission Partners 

Food 4 Kids 
Bethany’s Food4Kids program is designed 
to provide food for hungry children at 
times when other resources are not availa-
ble—which could be during the week, on 
weekends and school vacations. Staff 
members at local elementary schools 
identify chronically hungry students, and 
then Food 4 Kids supplies bags filled with 
child-friendly, nonperishable food for those 
children to take home weekly. They are 
delivered to participating schools by dedi-
cated Bethany volunteers. 
 
 Open Door Mission  
Open Door Mission is a Gospel Rescue Mis-
sion founded in 1954 committed to break-
ing the cycle of homelessness and poverty. 
Each day, Open Door Mission’s campus 
offers 816 safe shelter beds to homeless 
men, women and children; serves over 
2,000 hot, nutritious meals; and provides 
preventive measures to more than 275 
people living in poverty. 
 



 

 

Mission Partners 

Ronald McDonald House 
The mission of the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Omaha (RMHC) is to create and 
operate programs that directly improve the 
health and well-being of children. They 
strive to do so by providing opportunities 
that strengthen children and families dur-
ing their most difficult and challenging 
times. The specific purpose of the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities is to support ac-
cess to care, reduce financial burden, pro-
vide psychosocial support keeping families 
together, enhance clinical experiences and 
outcomes and help families resume nor-
malcy. 
 
Lutheran World Relief 
LWR works with more than 140 local part-
ners to implement quality agriculture, cli-
mate and emergency operations programs 
around the world. Within these programs, 
LWR creates strategic partnerships with in-
stitutional donors, membership organiza-
tions, technical assistance providers, and 
others to maximize the impact of their 
work. 



 

 

DAY 1 

Big Give Item: Stocking Hat & Gloves (all siz-
es) 

Story:  A young couple, Mary and Joseph, 
get engaged. 

Prayer:  God, may the person receiving 
these hats and gloves know the warmth of 
your love and comfort. Amen. 

Added Bonus idea: Do another family 
member’s chore in secret. 



 

 

DAY 2 

Big Give Item: Pack of Batteries (any size) 

Story: One day, God sends the angel Ga-
briel to Mary. Gabriel has some very spe-
cial news! 

Prayer: Dear God, we pray you will light 
up the lives of the people who get these 
batteries, just as batteries give light and 
energy to our world.  Amen.  

Added Bonus idea: Use cardstock and 
markers to create colorful and encourag-
ing bookmarks. Leave them inside ran-
dom books in your local library. 



 

 

DAY 3 

Big Give Item:  Granola or Cereal Bars 

Story: Mary is greatly troubled when she 
hears the angel’s greeting. 

Prayer: God, thank you for healthy food. We 
pray that whoever eats these snacks is re-
minded of all the gifts you give us. Amen. 

Added Bonus idea: Grab some sidewalk 
chalk and leave kind messages on sidewalks 
around your community. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 4 

Big Give Item: Trash Bags (13-35 gal bags) 

Story: Gabriel responds to Mary: “Don’t be 
afraid; God is very happy with you!” 

Prayer: Dear God,  trash doesn’t seem like 
something we’d want to pray about, but we 
know you care about the earth. Help us to 
learn to care for things, to dispose of things 
responsibly and to recycle or reuse when pos-
sible. Amen. 

Added Bonus Idea: Grab a sheet or roll of 
stickers, cut them out individually (leaving the 
backing intact), and tape them in random 
places for people to find.  



 

 

DAY 5 

Big Give Item: K Cups  

Story: Gabriel tells Mary the special news: 
she will have a baby boy, and He will be 
named Jesus. 

Prayer: Oh God, someone will be getting a 
cup of morning coffee because of us today.  
We pray that as their day begins, they sense 
your presence and your hope in the new 
day.  Amen. 

Added Bonus Idea: The next time you are in 
a drive-thru, buy something for the car be-
hind you!  



 

 

DAY 6 

Big Give Item: Pack of Pens (Stick pens. No 
gel or clicker pens)  

Story: Gabriel shares more details of God’s 
plan with Mary: “Jesus will be great and will 
be called God’s very own Son! 

Prayer:  God, let whoever receives this pen 
be given joy today because they have re-
ceived a way to write! Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Find some rocks, clean 
them up, then decorate them in festive col-
ors and phrases before leaving them on 
neighbors’ doorsteps or on a walking trail. 



 

 

DAY 7 

Big Give Item: Pack of #2 Pencils   

Story: Mary doesn’t understand how she 
can have a baby without being married, but 
the angel Gabriel assures her of a great 
truth: Nothing is impossible with God. 

Prayer: Dear God, pencils provide so much 
to our learning at school. Today, I say a pray-
er for a child who is learning in another 
country.  Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Make thank you cards 
for your mailperson or garbage truck driv-
ers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 8 

Big Give Item: Sturdy combs   

Story: “I serve God with my life and want all 
that you have said to happen,” Mary tells the 
angel, and he leaves. 

Prayer: Dear God, I’m thankful for the grown-
ups in my life for helping me in the morning 
to fix my hair and get ready for my day. Today, 
I pray for other children, that they have some-
one to help them get ready each morning too. 
Amen.   

Added Bonus Idea: On the next trash day, 
walk your neighbor’s garbage cans back to 
their house. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 9 

Big Give Item: Pack of Toothbrushes   

Story:  Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth and is 
so overwhelmed with God’s goodness that she 
sings a song of praise. 

Prayer:  Dear God, I’m not always the best at 
brushing my teeth. Please help me to do bet-
ter, knowing it is good for me  to brush them.  
Thank you for giving these toothbrushes to 
others who need them.  Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: On a sunny day, write en-
couraging phrases on index cards and leave 
them under the windshield wiper on random 
cars. 



 

 

DAY 10 

Big Give Item:  Crayons (16 or 24 pack)  

Story: Caesar Augustus wants to know how 
many  people are in his empire, so he tells 
all the people to go back to their hometown 
to be registered and counted.  

Prayer:  Coloring is so much fun God!  
Thank you for your colorful world.  Amen.  

 

Added Bonus Idea: Choose a family with 
young kids and offer to babysit for free one 
night this month. 



 

 

DAY 11 

The Big Give Item:  Pack of Full Size Bath 
Soap Bars (Regular or Gentle) 

Story: Joseph takes Mary, who is pregnant, 
to his hometown of Bethlehem to be count-
ed. 

Prayer:  Thank you God for soap to keep me 
clean. I know that not everyone has soap. 
Today, I pray for health and peace for the 
person who gets my soap.   Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Do chores or sell your 
gently used toys to donate money to a char-
ity or family in need. 



 

 

DAY 12 

Big Give Item:  Nail Clippers (large or small) 

Story: While Joseph and Mary are in Bethle-
hem, the time comes for the baby to be 
born. 

Prayer:  Today, God, we are adding nail clip-
pers to our bag.  Some kids don’t have clip-
pers  or  grown-ups to help trim their nails. It 
reminds me just how thankful I should be 
for all the little things that you provide for 
my family.  Thank you. Amen.   

Added Bonus Idea: Share the story of 
Christmas with a friend. 



 

 

DAY 13 

Big Give Item:  Pop Tarts  

Story: Mary gives birth to Jesus, wraps Him 
in swaddling cloths and lays Him in a man-
ger because there is no room for them any-
where else. 

Prayer:  Dear God, I love pop tarts and now 
someone else can enjoy it too!.  I pray that 
whoever gets this can smile as they eat it, 
thinking it is a delicious gift!  Amen. 

Added Bonus Idea: Leave a kind note un-
der a  family member’s pillow. 



 

 

DAY 14 

Big Give Item:  Pink Pearl Erasers  

Story: At night in a nearby field, shepherds 
are watching their flocks. 

Prayer:  Gracious God, thank you for your 
forgiveness when we make a mistake.  As I  
donate an eraser today, I am thankful that 
you erase our mistakes because we believe. 

Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Collect everyone’s spare 
coins and tape them to vending machines. 



 

 

DAY 15 

Big Give Item:  Pack of Fruit Cups   

Story: The sky lights up—God has sent an 
angel to the shepherds to tell them the 
good news. 

Prayer:  God, some kids don’t get to eat fruit 
or  vegetables.  I pray that the person that 
gets this sweet snack is touched by your 
sweet, sweet spirit Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Write encouraging 
notes that Bethany volunteers can include 
in the sack lunches they pack for Open Door 
Mission. 



 

 

DAY 16 

Big Give Item:  Can of Soup (pop top only)  

Story: When the shepherds see the angel, 
they’re afraid! 

Prayer:   Today I pray for people who have 
no way to get warm on a cold day.  Provide 
for them a warm place to stay and warm 
food to eat. Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Bend colorful pipe 
cleaners into hearts, stars, flowers, or squig-
gly spirals. Wind the ends around signs, 
fences, or door handles to brighten  
someone’s day. 



 

 

DAY 17 

The Big Give Item:  Pudding Cups  

Story: The angel tries to calm the shep-
herds: “Don’t be afraid—I bring wonderful 
news that will bring joy to all of the world!” 

Prayer:  God, thank you to whoever  
“invented” pudding because I think it is deli-
cious.  May this pudding sweeten 
someone’s day. Amen. 

Added Bonus Idea: Visit elderly family 
members or a nursing home and sing 
Christmas carols. 



 

 

DAY 18 

Big Give Item:  Mac-n-Cheese Cups  

Story: “A Savior—the Rescuer you have 
been waiting for is born today!” the angel 
proclaims to the shepherds. 

Prayer:  God, thank you mac-n-cheese, a 
comfort food. May the people who eat this 
mac-n-cheese be comforted by you spirit. 
Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Use painter’s tape to 
hang a candy cane on all your neighbors’ 
mailboxes or doorknobs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 19 

Big Give Item:  Blunt-tip school scissors 

Story: The angel explains that the shepherds 
will find the baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger. 

Prayer:   God, it’s hard to believe that some 
kids don’t have scissors to use for crafts or 
school projects. Thank you for allowing us to 
provide something fun and useful for them. 
Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Draw a bunch of smiling 
faces or hearts on sticky notes. Leave them on 
mirrors in public restrooms in your communi-
ty. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 20 

Big Give Item: 4 Pack of Toilet Paper  

Story:  More angels come to celebrate the 
good news—they arrive at the shepherd’s field 
and begin praising God! 

Prayer:  God, we take all the things we have 
for granted, like toilet paper.  I never even 
think about my grown-ups buying me things 
like that.  Than k you to my grown-ups for all 
the things they do for me that I don’t even no-
tice. Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Grab a garbage bag and 
clean up your neighborhood or local play-
ground. 



 

 

DAY 21 

The Big Give Item:  Deodorant   

Story:  The shepherds leave their flocks and 
hurry to find Mary, Joseph, and the baby, 
who is lying in a manger. 

Prayer:  Deodorant helps people smell 
good!  :)   Thank you God, for all the things 
that smell good in the world.  We know that 
you made them all. Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Offer to do the dishes or 
take out the trash without being asked. 

. 



 

 

DAY 22 

The Big Give Item:  Receiving blanket 

Story:  After they see the baby, the shep-
herds excitedly go and tell everyone they 
run into the good news! 

Prayer:  Today, God, I say a prayer to the 
person who needs this for a baby, praying 
that they can wrap the baby up with the 
blanket and with love.   Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Find a parking lot and 
gather up  all the carts and walk them back 
to the store. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 23 

Big Give Item:  Shampoo or Conditioner  
(full or travel size)  

Story: The shepherds return to their flocks, 
praising God for all they had seen and 
heard. 

Prayer: Keeping clean is important God, I 
know that. Today we are helping someone 
else stay clean and healthy. Help them to 
feel better about themselves. Amen. 

Added Bonus Idea: Gather any clothes in 
your closet that don’t fit and give away the 
ones you’ve outgrown or don’t wear. 



 

 

DAY 24 

Big Give Item:  Light weight bath towels 
( dark colors please)  

Story:  Mary names the baby Jesus just as 
the angel had told her to do. 

Prayer:  Dear God, be with whoever gets 
these towels.  May the person using them 
be comforted by their fluffiness and re-
minded of your love. Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Send a kind text to or 
leave a voicemail for someone you haven’t 
spoken to in a while. 



 

 

DAY 25 

Big Give Item: Baby socks   

Story: God has sent His Son to rescue us  
because He loves us so very much! 
Luke 1:26–2:21 

Prayer:  Dear God, some baby will be given 
these today to keep his/her toes warm and 
protected.  Thank you for the warmth and 
protection you give us and we pray you also 
give it to whoever gets these socks. Amen.  

Added Bonus Idea: Go back to Day 1 and 
read the beautiful story from beginning to 
end of how God gave to us so generously. 
Merry Christmas! 



 

  
Shopping List 
(by location in store) 
 
Household 
Pack of Batteries (any size)  
Trash Bags (size: 13 - 35 gal)  
4 Pack of Toilet Paper 
K Cups   
Health and Beauty 
Light weight bath towels– dark colors 
please  
Sturdy combs   
Pack of Toothbrushes (individually 
wrapped if possible) 
Pack of Full Size Bath Soap Bars  
Nail clippers (large or small)  
Deodorant  
Shampoo and Conditioner (full or travel 
size)  
 
(more on back) 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Shopping List 
cont’d from previous page) 
 
Food 
Pack of Fruit Cups  
Can of Soup (pop top only)  
Pack of Pudding Cups  
Pack of Mac-n-Cheese Cups 
Pop tarts   
Granola or Cereal Bars  
Stationary / Office 
Pack of Pens  
Pack of #2 Pencils  
Box of Crayons—16 or 24 pack  
Blunt tip school scissors 
Pink Pearl Erasers 
Miscellaneous  
Receiving blankets   


