
sounds one might hear while building a house

sounds one might hear on a sandy beach

sounds one might hear while walking on rocks

rainstorm sounds

sounds of a house being destroyed

sounds of a peaceful night’s sleep in a safe and

secure house

Supplies: Spark Story Bible

 

SAY: There are many sounds all around us. Listen

now. What do you hear? Give kids time to
respond. Maybe you can hear the ticking of a

clock, music playing in another room, someone

breathing, and so on ... Jesus often told stories

called parables. In today’s story, Jesus tells a

parable about listening to Him. Let's turn to page

282 in our Spark Story Bible and listen to "House

on the Rock."

 

Read the story aloud.
 

SAY: Jesus said that people who listen to Him are

like the smart man. Where did the smart man

build his house? (on the rock). What happened

when the storms came? (The house stood).  Jesus
said that people who do not listen to him are like

the silly man. Where did the silly man build his

house? (on the sand). What happened when the

storms came? (The house fell).
 

Let’s make the sounds we might have heard if we

had been where the men were building their

houses. Invite the kids to use their bodies and
voices to make these sounds:
 

 

HOUSE ON THE ROCK
Matthew 7:24-28
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Family Discussion
Easy Craft or Activity
Simple Game

TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:
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EYE SPARK
 

Look at the homes around you.

Remember Jesus’ parable.

EAR SPARK
 

Listen. What needs

to be done around

your house? Help.

FAMILY
DISCUSSION TIME
You can read along with the Sunday school leaders on

Sunday mornings in the Facebook Group at

www.facebook.com/groups/BethanyLutheranKidMin 

or read the story at home by looking up the scripture and

poem online. 

All content adapted from Rotation, House on the Rock Family Page. SparkTM Sunday School, © 2010 Augsburg Fortress.
Photos courtesy of canva.com

What happens to sand castles when waves

hit them?

What if we built on rock or concrete using

sturdy building materials like wood or

bricks?

How is practicing our faith like building our

house on rock?

What happens to our thinking and actions

when we are worried or afraid?

How can we help ourselves to think clearly? 

As wise builders, name the ways you can

practice your faith and live as God wishes to

make your faith as firm as a rock.

Has your family ever been to a beach or a lake

and played in the sand, building castles and

other creations? Talk about your time together

in the sand ...

 

Draw a house together.
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Color and cutout two large (over-sized) ear
shapes.
Tape  paper strips together to make a
headband and help child mark the place
where the ears should go.
Tape or glue the ears to the headband so they
stick out from the sides.

Set Up:
OPTION A: Print the pattern at the end of this

lesson on pieces cardstock and cut the pieces

out.

 

OPTION B: Cut strips of cardstock or paper about

3 inches wide and long enough to tape together

and go around the child's head.

 

Instructions:

SAY: Jesus told us the parable called House on

the Rock to teach us that we must listen to Him.

To help us remember that, we are going to make

big, funny ears for ourselves.

 

Pass out the supplies. Offer assistance as needed
according to ability of child.
1.

2.

3.

 

SAY:  You can wear this headband anytime you

need a reminder to listen to Jesus!
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Sheets of cardstock or construction

paper

Crayons or markers

Glue or tape

Scissors

SUPPLIES:

 

ALL EARS
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Set Up:
Cut the paper into rock shapes. Tape them to the floor about a kid’s footstep apart from

each other.

 

Instructions:
Give each kid a beanbag.
 

SAY: The papers on the ground are rocks. We want our socks to land on them. The places

around the rocks are sand. That is not a good place for our socks. We want our socks to

land on the solid rock. This reminds us that God is like a safe, solid rock in our lives.

 

Show the kids how to toss the beanbags. Let them toss the beanbags and retrieve
them. Count how many times they hit the rocks. Continue to play until they tire. 
 

To change things up, play a different game. Let the kids skip or jump from rock to rock.
They could put their hands and feet on different rocks like the game Twister.

Gray, brown, or black paper (paper

grocery bags would work well)

Balled-up pairs of socks

Scissors

Painter's Tape

SUPPLIES:

 

SKIPPING ROCKS
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LITTLE ROCK, BIG
ROCK

Set Up:
Have the kids sit in a circle on the floor.

 

Instructions:
SAY: Let me explain the rules to our game. One person will be the "Rocker." As the

Rocker walks around the outside of the circle, they will put one hand on each person’s

shoulder saying, “Little rock, little rock, little rock, BIG ROCK!”

 

When the Rocker says, “Big rock,” that person will run around the circle trying to catch

the Rocker. When the Rocker makes it to the Big Rock’s place, they can sit in that spot,

and the runner will be the new Rocker.

 

Continue to play until everyone gets a chance to run or be the Rocker.
 

None!

SUPPLIES:

 



FOR YOUNGER KIDS
 

Make a snack that looks like boulders.

Ask your grown-up for a melon; any

kind will do. Have your grown-up help

you scoop out balls of melon using a

melon baller or a tablespoon. Enjoy!

FOR FAMILIES TO DO TOGETHER
 

Try making rock candy -- it may take up to a

week, but it’s fun and fascinating. It requires

sugar, water, extract, a glass jar, and a skewer.

Wet the skewer, roll it in sugar, and let it dry.

Boil 2 cups water with 4 cups sugar until the

sugar is dissolved. Take it off the heat and add

1 tsp extract of your choice. Pour this syrup

into the jar. Suspend the skewer in it with a

clothespin. Store in a cool, dry place with

plastic wrap loosely set on top. Talk about

how the rock of our lives is faith in God.

FOR OLDER KIDS
 

Think about different versions of movies,

stories, fairy-tales, and games. Write a new

version of Matthew 7:24-29. Think about a

theme other than house building.

 

Write a new story version together that

helps us to know that our faith in God

should be strong. Then, illustrate the story

and share it with another family.

FAMILY PRAYER
 

Dear Lord,

Help us to live as you teach so our lives will rest

on faith as strong as bedrock. In Jesus’ name we

pray. Amen.
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ACTIVATE FAITH
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Print on cardstock, cut out ears and glue or tape to the headband.
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Print on cardstock, cut out rectangles and glue or tape together to form a headband that fits child's head.
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The house on the rock didn’t fall down.

House on the Rock





“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like 

a wise man who built his house on rock.


