SERIES
DISCUSSION

Series Overview
We look to the bible for inspiration, direction and
application for our life. However, there are times when the
author wants to simply point the reader to a big idea. In
the Gospel of Mark, we read about Peter’s experience with
Jesus that led Peter to believe in one big idea: the kingdom
of God is near, and everyone is invited to participate.
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Thank you for participating in our Series Discussion! If you have questions,
please contact us at info@bethanyelkhorn.org and be sure to follow us on
social media (@bethanyelkhorn) for additional resources and inspiration.

MARK IT
DOWN
MARK 12:28-34
When Jesus walked onto the stage of history, he didn’t
bring with him a new set of rules, he brought with him a
message.
The invisible kingdom of God is near.
The invitation still stands for those who seek ultimate
purpose.
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How does the version of Christianity you now embrace
compare to the version you were taught when you
were younger?

Did the version of Christianity you first were exposed to
emphasize the membership in an invisible kingdom? If
no, what did it emphasize?

Have you ever felt far from God? Why?
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What makes these 2 commandments the greatest?
How do the Ten Commandments relate to these? Read
Deuteronomy 5:11-21 for further context.

What is the connection between the teacher's
response to Jesus and Jesus' assurance that he was
"not far from the kingdom of God?"

In Mark 1:14-15, Jesus went to Galilee proclaiming the
good news of God. What, according to Jesus, is the
good news?
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To repent means to "turn around" and face the other
direction. From what direction is Jesus calling the
people of Galilee to turn away from? Where might they
turn considering the good news?

When is repenting difficult for you? When it is easy?

The kingdom of God is near, and everyone is invited to
participate. Knowing that God’s kingdom has already
begun due to the Cross of Christ, we practice
participating by believing the unbelievable, and acting
as if its true. Where do you need to take a step of faith
this week?
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TIME TO
REFLECT
The kingdom of God is near, and everyone is invited to
participate. Knowing that God’s kingdom has already
begun due to the cross of Christ, we practice
participating by believing the unbelievable, and acting
as if its true. Where do you need to take a step of faith
this week?
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DISTURBING
MARK 1:38-45
Jesus ignored certain religious protocols. He claimed to
have authority to forgive sin. He was uncomfortably
comfortable with unrepentant sinners.
Jesus came to reverse the order of things.
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When you hear the term "faith" in a religious context,
what do you assume it means?

Read Mark 2:2-5. What stands out to you? What might
have been going through the minds of the people in
those verses?

In Mark 2:2-5, how do the friends, paralyzed man and
Jesus play a part in the healing? What did Jesus see that
he equated with faith?

7

We all have unanswered prayers. Have you ever been
blamed (or blamed yourself) for not having enough
faith?

In this week's scripture, what stands out to you? Why
might the leper be unsure of Jesus' willingness to heal
him? Why was leprosy such an awful disease?

Look at Mark 1:39-40. How much faith did the leper
have? What is significant about the way Jesus healed
him? How has Jesus made his compassion tangible to
you?
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Read Mark 2:13-14. What stands out to you? Given that
Levi was probably viewed as corrupt, how would Jesus'
inner circle have felt when Jesus invited Levi into their
group?

What lessons can we learn from Jesus' invitation to
Levi?

How have you responded to Jesus' call to come and
folllow up?
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TIME TO
REFLECT
Jesus demonstrated and said that God accepts sinners
and invites them into a new kind of kingdom. As a
result, Jesus followers were faced with a choice: Do we
walk away and save our reputation, or do we repent and
believe the good news? Mark, documenting Peter's
experience with Jesus, tells us that this new way would
continue to collide with Peter’s way. He would have to
face fear, insecurity, and prejudice head-on. We must do
the same. The kingdom of God is near, and everyone is
invited to participate.
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MAKING
ROOM AT
THE TABLE
MARK 2:13-17
Whether it’s school, sports, or religion, when we focus
only on the rules, it can be difficult to remember the
overall purpose of something.
Jesus reminds us that when we put the letter of the law
before relationships, we may forget why the law was
written in the first place.
God loves you more than he loves rules.
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Share a time when you have followed the rules even
when you may not have wanted to. Share a time when
you have broken the rules and why you chose to break
the rules?

Read Mark 2:13-14. What societal and religious rules was
Jesus breaking when he invited Levi/Matthew to follow
him? Why do you think Jesus chose Levi (an outcast) as
a disciple? What did Levi risk in following Jesus?

What does this teach about sin and Jesus' redemptive
power? What does it mean to you to follow Jesus? What
might you need to risk?
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Read Mark 2:15-17. One of the first things Jesus does
with Levi is share a meal with him. A lot of our
relationship building with people happens around
food. Share one of your favorite memories around
sharing a meal together with others.

The Pharisees are upset with Jesus because he is not
following the religious rules. What do you think is at
stake for them if Jesus doesn’t follow the rules?

Jesus demonstrated that God pursues sinners and
meets them in the middle of their sin. Levi/Matthew
left his tax booth, how does this show that forgiveness
doesn’t permit a person to stay in sin?
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In his response to the Pharisees Jesus says, “I have
come to call nor the righteous but sinners.” What
change does that represent? What kind of kingdom is
Jesus making known in the world? What does that
mean for us?

How is Bethany a place for the sick? Are sinners really
welcome?

Jesus calls sinners but he leads them out of their sin. In
the same manner, how can those who are well help
those who are sick?
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TIME TO
REFLECT
Jesus welcomed in a new kingdom that was not
confined to religious and societal rules. Jesus welcomes
all people to the table. What are some ways you, and
Bethany can be more inviting to people who are curious
about faith?
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SHORTCUTS
MARK 7:1-15
From an early age, we learn quickly to look for shortcuts
in the rules. We try to figure out what we can get away
with and still be okay. We tend to take this same
mindset into our relationship with God, but it doesn’t
work.
When we opt for shortcuts and workarounds, we find
ourselves in a category no one wants to be in,
hypocrites.
Jesus calls us to move beyond shortcut religion.
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Did you grow up with any religious traditions that,
looking back, made God seem small and petty?

Are you inclined to believe that confessing your sin to
God makes things right between you and God,
regardless of whether or not you’ve made things right
with the person you sinned against? If so, why?

In Mark 7: 1-15, what stands out to you? What problem
do the Pharisees have? Why would they have this rule?
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Jesus accused religious leaders of nullifying the intent
of God’s commands with made-up traditions. Can you
think of any modern-day examples of this? What
examples in verses 10-13 does Jesus use to show how
the Pharisees are making “void the word of God” by
their traditions?

Are there any ways you have let go of the commands
of God in order to observe your own traditions? Do you
identify with any of the following? If so, how?

Do you ever try to figure out how close you can get to
sin without sinning? Share an example.
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Do you believe there is a ritual that makes you right
with God while removing your responsibility to make
things right with others? What might this look like?

Do you feel guiltier about missing church than
mistreating someone at work (or home, school, or in
your community)? Why might this be?

Is it more important to be clean inside or out? Why?
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TIME TO
REFLECT
We are part of a kingdom of conscience informed by the
law of Christ: to love others as God through Christ has
loved us. There are no loopholes in that kind of love—no
workarounds. In this kingdom, we wake up every day
with the question: What does love to require of me? The
kingdom of God is near, and everyone is invited to
participate.
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FEAR
FACTOR
MARK 10:32-45
Fear invites us to follow the path of self-preservation.
However, if we follow that path long enough, we will
neither preserve nor have anything to show for our lives.
The original disciples of Jesus had the same tendencies
at times. On one occasion, Jesus reminded them of what
it means to follow him by saying four powerful words
that still apply to his followers today.
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Have you ever worked for someone who was
intentional about leveraging their influence for your
benefit? What was that like?

Read John 13:3-17. We’re told how Peter responded to
this uncomfortable occasion. How do you think you
would have responded?

From verses 12-17, what was the point Jesus wanted
the disciples to learn? How can you apply this
principle to your life this week? What is one way you
could practice foot washing with someone in your life?

22

Read Mark 10:32-45. Why would going to Jerusalem
cause the disciples to be astonished and yet make the
other followers afraid?

Looking at verses 36–37, James and John show that
they do not understand what Jesus just said, what kept
them from understanding what was about to happen?

In kingdoms at the time, the most powerful people
would sit next to the king. How do we ask God for
something that is similar to that?

In verse 43, how does Jesus define greatness? Why is
that part good news and part bad news for us?
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TIME TO
REFLECT
When you leverage your power and resources for the
benefit of those with less power and resources, you’re
not far from the Kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is
near, and everyone is invited to participate.
What is one thing you can do this week to take a “step
of greatness” in midst of fear or anxiety, at home? At
work? At church? In the community?
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RUNNING
AWAY
MARK 14:48-50
Many times, our faith deteriorates as our circumstances
deteriorate. When that happens, our faith is quickly
overcome by fear, and the future looks dark.
The apostle Peter experienced this, and he temporarily
fled his faith in Jesus.
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Share a time when you have felt overwhelmed or
anxious in the last two months. How did your faith in
Jesus sustain you?

Read Mark 14:43-46. Jesus is being betrayed by Judas
and arrested. What kind of emotions do you imagine
the other disciples were experiencing while this was
happening? Why were there so many well-armed
men? What were they afraid of?

The other disciples were out of control of what
was happening to Jesus. Can you share a time when
you felt out of control with things happening around
you?
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Read Mark 14:48-50. As Jesus was being led away all of
the disciples ran away. How does that fulfill what Jesus
said in Mark 14:27-28?

What other scripture does this fulfill as mentioned in
verse 49? (See Isaiah 53 and Zechariah 13:7).

As you feel comfortable share a time when you turned
away from your faith. What circumstances led to this
change?

Read John 14:18-19. Jesus promises to never leave us
orphaned. There will never be a time when he runs
away from us. How could that change your response to
God when you feel overwhelmed or anxious?
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TIME TO
REFLECT
Jesus reminds us that he is a king who does not run
away from people he runs to people.
What are some ways you could walk alongside someone
who is struggling or having a difficult time?
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THE END OF
THE
BEGINNING
MARK 14:66-72
We all have embarrassing moments we can laugh about
- later. There are shameful moments that we would give
anything to undo.
But while our pasts remind us, they don’t have to define
us.
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What is a moment in your like in which you were most
disappointed in yourself?

What are some characteristics of someone who knows
they are forgiven?

Read Mark 14:66-72. Peter was brave enough to
follow Jesus to the high priest's house. Why do you
think he then denies Christ? What did he stand to
lose if he admitted he was a follower of Jesus?
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What do you have to lose by admitting you are a
follower? What can cause us to shy away from or deny
our religious affiliation?

How were Peter's three accusations and denials
similar? Different?

How is Peter like and unlike Judas? How are we like
both?

Do you ever wonder if God could really forgive you for
everything? How does God’s forgiveness help you
forgive yourself?
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Read John 21:15-19. Describe the scene in your own
words. Why do you think Jesus repeated the same
questions and charges to Peter three times?

What does Jesus mean by his prediction in verse 18?
Notice the invitation Jesus extends to Peter in verse 19.
What did that represent for Peter?

In his letter to first-century Christians, most of whom
he never met, Peter writes: “He himself bore our sins
in his body on the cross…” Peter was convinced that
Jesus’s death paid for your sin. What convinced
him? Are you convinced?
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TIME TO
REFLECT
In the wisdom of our God, God sent his Son to introduce
the world to a new way, the Kingdom way. God
commissioned you in your baptism to function as an
ambassador for God’s kingdom. Sin is no longer an
obstacle; we have been set free to serve like Jesus!
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